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must always be confined more or less to the specialist. And 
when the specialist speaks on his specialty, then knowledge 
which is new and valuable is given to the hearer. One of the 
most interesting parts of Dr. Rowe's paper is his destruction 
of the comforting theory, which we have heard many Ameri- 
cans of the educated classes express, that the reason foreign 
cities are better administered and give more to their inhabit- 
ants than the average American city, is because the capitals of 
Europe are governed, not by the people of the city, but by 
the central governments of the nation, which is run by the 
aristocratic, and, therefore, more or less the educated classes. 
But Dr. Rowe says, page 113: " Finally, we come to what 
is, in last analysis, the most important of the determining con- 
ditions in the municipal life of Berlin, viz., that the efficiency 
of the city administrations is due, primarily, neither to the 
Prussian Monarchy nor to the Prussian Bureaucracy. It was 
the will, the consciously-expressed will of the people of Berlin, 
that determined the character of their municipality. Judged 
from this standpoint Berlin is more democratic than either 
New York or Philadelphia." 

Probably the part of the book, which has the most perma- 
nent value, is the subject index, which is, comparatively speak- 
ing, very complete. Nearly everything that has been written 
in English on the subject of improvement of cities from a 
political standpoint is referred to. 

There is also an account of the different organizations, 
which have sprung into existence within the past few years, 
and whose object is the improvement of either city politics or 
municipal administration. We strongly recommend the work 
to any one desirous of making himself familiar with some of 
the details of the great political problem, which now confronts 
the American people, viz., the successful government of large 
municipalities. W. D. L. 
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"essential features of the statutory law regulating the forma- 
tion, management and dissolution of general business corpora- 
tions in America (North, Central and South), England, France, 
Germany, the Netherlands, Italy, Russia and Spain." It also 
contains a synopsis of the patent, trade-mark and copyright 
laws of the world. There is also appended to it a list of patent 
solicitors and of "selected and specially recommended cor- 
poration counsel." The compilations of the laws of the 
several States and countries included in the work are made, 
in most instances, by local attorneys whose names are prefixed 
to the matter prepared by them. The publication is intended 
to be an annual one. 

Such a work as is thus indicated can scarely be said to 
merit review in a law journal. It is entirely devoid of scientific 
value, can in no case have the weight of an authority, and is, 
moreover, disfigured, if not more or less discredited, by the 
element of advertising which enters into its composition. To 
the business man, who imprudently relies upon it for his guid- 
ance, it is, in common with all similar publications, likely to 
prove misleading and dangerous. Its contents, however, are 
such as, upon occasion, may prove serviceable to the lawyer 
who wishes to obtain a hasty outline of the existing legisla- 
tion in reference to corporations, patents, etc., in the several 
States and countries covered by it and who cannot, at the 
moment, command the time or facilities for making a more 
thorough investigation. It may, also, serve as a useful index 
to the several codes and enactment which must ultimately be 
consulted. 

The compilations contained in the book appear to have 
been made with reasonable care and attention to the more 
important provisions of the statutes which have been thus 
epitomized. If the publication should be continued from year 
to year, and is carefully and conscientiously revised, as 
changes occur in the laws, it should prove a useful hand-book 
for the purposes above indicated. It would, however, be 
much improved and rendered more worthy of professional 
confidence by the suppression of its advertising features. 

W. R. F. 



